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Message

From Maria Grand

Sent 11162017 104523 PM

To Steve Rowland

Subject Re letter

Hey Steve

Thanks

I only entered and even had the thought of entering a relationship with Steve Coleman because he was so

insistent It was not my idea I didnt go into lessons with him thinking he was attractive I went into lessons

with him thinking he was great and being drawn to his knowledge and musicianship not trying to have a

relationship with him

I never propositioned him nor would have wanted to Hes the one who insisted He insisted for two years before

I said
yes

to anything It was not a decision I made out of happiness it was a decision I made because I felt I

had no choice My resistance was broken down little by little He held knowledge as a dangling carrot in front

of me and made me feel that I had no choice but sleep with him in order to become a good musician

I hope my letter makes that clear I never wanted to be in a relationship with someone that much older than

me It wasnt something I was craving But once I became intimate with him all the lines blurred and I felt that I

needed him and I fell for him I wish I hadnt I wish I had more courage more support more options and

didnt go through that Anyways after I started resisting his advances it was only harassment and coercion I

want to stress that again After September 2013 all I was is harassed Its a long time to be harassed I made it

clear many times that I wanted him to stop propositioning me and he didnt care Im highly annoyed that this

was not more clear in my letter and that you felt the need to stress that relationships should be kept out of work

This isnt about relationships Its about abuse and harassment

My phone isnt blowing up Most people dont really want to talk about this Theyd rather turn a blind eye even

when presented with the evidence It might be more comfortable for them to do so I dont know I think a lot of

people dont have any kind of courage unfortunately Any kind of change frightens them And this is me being

nice Id rather not say exactly what I think in an email

I really strived to make this letter as impartial as I could but now I kind of regret that I think it might have put

too much responsibility on myself I was really young and clueless and
easy

to manipulate This isnt my fault

nor my doing and Im not saying thats what youre saying but I want to stress that I was manipulated abused

and harassed Thats just the truth ugly but real

People in the music world are going to do whatever theyre going to do To be honest Im tired of this scene

anyways I see through peoples hypocrisy Id rather do my own thing and play music thats more meaningful to

me anyways After all Im not so interested in being a part of the boys club Ive seen it from the inside and its

not that deep

Thank you for being an example of something different for being a good familyman for being a good person

We need more people like you

Peace

Maria
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On Thu Nov 16 2017 at 308 PM Steve Rowland < r > wrote

Hi Maria

I just read the letter in detail

It is stunning

It contains so much honesty and so much pain

Maria you are so amazing and so wonderful This is all so brave

I dont think you should be worried about repercussions I think you will have two camps of people those

who honor you see you and admire you

And those who think you opened a door you shouldnt have and bit the hand that fed you They can drop

dead

You have just carved out a clear path for yourself Stay in the light Stay with those people who adore you

forYOU your brains your talent your spirit

not your body You will actually have it easier now because you should be able to see who sees your true self

and your true spirit Insist that people deal with you holistically and professionally

I think the short answer is that people need to separate personal from professional arenas

I learned a lot about this from watching my father My father who just died in March at age 91 was a

remarkable man

A brilliant neuroscientist chairman of the Neurology Dept at Columbia for many years and an educator

author editor scientist and more

He was also stunningly handsome like Gregory Peck and a socialist type
who

spent
his whole life trying to

make the world better and opening up

the world of medicine to women and minorities for decades even down to changing the language doctors use

to describe patients of different backgrounds

Why do I bring him up Because he had
very

strict moral codes and as a teacher he would never cross the

line and enter into relationships with his students

They were young women who admired him looked up to him just like you did with Steve and also thought

they might get ahead in their careers if they were intimate with him And he was a guy he noticed every cute

and brilliant woman who became his student I just know he did

So he had strict boundaries no hankypanky Period End of story

This is a professional arena and it will stay professional if not get out Each
person

is to be judged on

their merit what they know

Always professional

And in a medical school hospital setting it is much easier to monitor all of this than in a small jazz ensemble

on the road

I totally understand why you fell in love with Steve he is a remarkable person and had so much to teach you

And as you write you were totally flattered that he would pay attention to you
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but wouldnt it have all been easier for both of you if he had drawn strict boundaries and told you to get a

boyfriend your own age and read books with him lie in bed holding each other and listening to Coltrane and

Cecil Taylor and Sly and the FamilyStone reading Joyce and Shakespeare and Neruda

That is what brilliant 17 year old girls should be doing

I taught at a college last
year near

Seattle and I had classrooms with 55 students And a lot of very smart and

very
attractive young women I made it

very
clear to each of them that I was off limits in any romantic way

and that I am happy with my woman and that they were safe coming and talking to me about their lives I saw

one after another who had been victims of sexual abuse and confusion crappy relationships some were

veterans who had suffered
rape

in the military some were just beautiful young women who had chosen awful

guys Im not sure why so many women are drawn to men who are mean and totally self centered

This is why it is so important to have a clear definition of professional vs personal spheres If Steve wants to

be sleeping with young women they should not be women he is teaching or in his band It can only lead to

drama and pain I can certainly see the attraction the intimacy the knowledge even just the traveling and

exhaustion

I also teach in prisons And before we are allowed to enter the prison we have to take classes in sexual

harassment It is made clear that prisoners can NEVER enter into consenting relationships because they are

desperately needy for attention or drugs or communication or whatever and it is made clear that any

teacher man or woman who enters into a physical relationship with a prisoner is committing a

FELONY Period And this keeps everything running smoothly and keeps people safe from abuse and harm

Adult men should be adults and have adult relationships Adult men should not be sleeping with students

with people underage and taking advantage ofwomen who feel that they need this man Adult men should

have healthy relationships in their personal lives They can be monogamous or polyamorous who cares That

is up to them But not with students not with people too young not with people desperate for attention If

Steve doesnt want to get married and have a real long term love relationship that grows over time that is his

business but it is too convenient to take advantage of young women who admire him and want to learn from

him

I learned from a good man A great man

I drew those strict boundaries with my students and it was good for them and good forme

The scariest part of your letter is that you became suicidal This is really important to be open about and get out

of the shadows

You entered a kind of dark place and there were demons lurking telling you not to be square and to satisfy

them this is an old trick

Even Shakespeare wrote about it we have to talk about Measure for Measure sometime

It is not your fault your talent got ahead of your youth and you were not in a protected setting like a college or

a medical school

You didnt have the men looking out for you that you deserved

One of Steves problems is that he doesnt have children Men who have daughters are much wiser I am

lucky to have a wonderful daughter

But some men too many are just totally fucked up and wont change We all have to be wary of them they

fuck up the world

Your phone and emailmust be blowing up

Im here if you want to talk sooner or later it doesnt matter
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with admiration

Steve

On Nov 15 2017 at 1127 AM Maria Grand < > wrote

Hey Steve

Thanks Yes you can share it with Sumi Shes great I met her this summer in Philly we were

both teaching at the Kimmel Center

Can you please share this version of the letter Its slightly amended Someone told me that

when they told me to take one for the team it was a miscommunication so I removed that from

the letter although the general lack of support is still unchanged

Peace

Maria

On Tue Nov 14 2017 at 803 PM Steve Rowland <steve rowlandmaccom> wrote

Maria

this is
very

brave

May I share your letter with my good friend the pianist Sumi Tonooka You should meet her

sometime

I am so impressed with you

Im
sorry to

hear it all

It is a terrible story

After spending a year teaching college students last year I think it is really important for men

in positions of power at any level respect themselves enough as well as their mothers

daughters and all women to draw the line and take those positions responsibly Young

women have so much to go through Men have to learn to think from places other than their

lizard brains We have higher consciousness for a reason

This behavior is unconscionable

Ill read your letter again and write to you in a little more depth soon

Peace Love

Steve

On Nov 14 2017 at 857 AM Maria Grand <mariakgrandgmailcom>

wrote
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Hey

Theres been lots of talks about sexism in the music industry I wrote a long

letter about my experience with it Its attached to this email

If you have time please read it Its not public at the moment because its legally

dangerous for me to publish this even though Ive removed any mention of

names but I need people to know whats up The content of it is definitely

triggering so please dont read it if you are not in an emotionally stable place

Feel free to do whatever you want with the information thats in this letter Its

not a secret But please dont forward the actual letter to anyone If you think I

should send this to someone email me and Ill do it

Im sending you this so it can be the start of a larger conversation about whats

acceptable and whats not Personally Im doing okay and I dont really need

moral support and although Ill happily welcome it if thats what you feel Im

definitely not looking for pity What I do need is for awareness to be raised on

this huge problem This isnt just something that happened to me You can bet

something similaralthough hopefully not as bad has happened to almost every

woman musician you know

I really think the whole music community can do better and Im sending it to

you because its important personally for me that you read this and also because

your voice counts and what you think matters

This might end up being public at some point but I have to make sure its done

in an effective way and that I protect myself too So for now Im only sharing it

with people privately

Peace

Maria Grand

saxophonist composer educator

mariakimgrandcom

<On Sexismdocx>

Maria Grand

saxophonist composer educator

mariakimgrandcom

<On Sexismdocx>
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Maria Grand

saxophonist composer educator

matiakimgrandcorn
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From: mbase <

Date: Sun, 17 Jul 2011 08:28:14 -0400

To: Maria Kim Grand <

Conversation: chicago

Subject: Re: chicago

I can’t stop thinking about you cave woman. So, of course I want you to stay with me.

on 07/17/2011 05:44, María Grand at  wrote:

I don't care about where I stay. Wherever there's a bed is good. I don't mind sharing 

your room. 
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• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:12:56 AM

OK, get some sleep my beauty. I will let you know about the tickets.

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:13:03 AM

It's just you coming?

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:13:27 AM

Well, would be nice if it was my Mom too, but whatever is possible.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:13:55 AM

however you wanna set it up.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:14:23 AM

She won't gravatte you, you're high in her esteem now, I made you look a whole lot 

better. (gravatte is our code word for “hating on someone”) 

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:14:29 AM

I'll see about your mother also. That will be awkward, but I can deal with it. I know 

she probably hates me, thanks to you prejudicing her mind against me over the 

years.

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:14:36 AM

I doubt that Maria!

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:14:50 AM

How could you just change all those years of bashing me?

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:14:54 AM

hahahaha

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:15:03 AM

When you 'thought' that I was forcing you to do things?

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:15:32 AM

This is not true! I've always told her how grateful I was to be hanging around you 

and how much I was learning.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:15:47 AM

And what I think about you as a person - which has been positive in the balance.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:16:18 AM

We had long conversations about our relationship (you and I) and I really tried to explain 

it better.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:18:00 AM

And she's crazy anyways. She's very liberal. But, she also believes that you care about me 

and that you will keep hanging even if we aren't intimate, and that's what really made her 

Case 1:18-cv-05663-JBW-RLM   Document 92-4   Filed 11/22/19   Page 11 of 81 PageID #: 2747



say "ok, actually he's cool". And then she loves your music, we listened to some of your 

records today and she said she'd like to meet you.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:18:49 AM

She's laid back, it will be cool whenever you meet her.

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:19:01 AM

Well, this seems a little different than the image that I had before, of what you told 

me.

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:19:03 AM

I always thought that you told her that I was forcing you, so that you could avoid 

responsibility for your own actions, and look like an angle in your mother's eyes. 

That is just my opinion.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:19:18 AM

I told her that I wanted to look innocent and that it was the reason why I said you 

were forcing me too.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:19:36 AM

But I didn't tell her that you were forcing me all around !

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:20:03 AM

I told her that I wanted to experiment, that it was my will and everything. THe only 

time I told her that I was being forced was after Chicago.

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:20:27 AM

And i was talking about one specific time where we had sex - and she didn't even 

really believe it or react.

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:20:45 AM

what is 'punctually'?

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:20:49 AM

what does that word mean?

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:20:57 AM

Only once.

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:21:01 AM

OK

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:21:09 AM

well, so, how can you just change it now, and she believe you?

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:21:13 AM

Let me correct myself, I didnt express myself well
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• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:22:06 AM

please go back up and re read my last few messages

• mbase1235!9/30/2011 2:23:10 AM

when did I force you to have sex with me Maria?

• Maria Grand!9/30/2011 2:23:16 AM

Never.

•
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On Wed Nov 15 2017 at 912 PM Maria Grand < > wrote

Vijay can you also include

Thank you

Maria

On Wed Nov 15 2017 at 109 PM Vijay Iyer < > wrote

Hi Maria I hope youre doing okay in the immediate aftermath of this letter Im sure that its shaken a lot of

people even from the limited way that youve shared it I had a head start so Ive been sitting with some of

this knowledge for a while but I dont know how these other folks feel about it

With your permission Im going to write to everyone on this list together I think its important that we

acknowledge each other and discuss We dont have to involve you in the discussion unless you want to be a

part of it frankly I think its better that you just focus on taking care of yourself right now But I think the

rest of should discuss 1 how to protect you from recriminations and 2 what an effective and appropriate

community response might be

Is that all right with you

Best wishes

Vijay

On Tue Nov 142017 at 122 PM Maria Grand <mariakgrandgmailcom> wrote

Thanks V Thats a good idea I wasnt sure how to proceed Heres who this has been shared with

Aaron Parks <aaronparksmusic88gmailcom>

Rajna Swami nathan <rajnaswaminathangmailcom>

Anjna Swaminathan <anjnaswaminathangmailcom>

Tamar Sella <tamarsellafasharvardedu>

Steve Rowland <steve rowland4maccom>

Stephan Crump <scrumpvOstephancnunpcorn>

Roman Filiu <romarifiliumusiciigmailcom>

Damion Reid <ittisidamion0earthlinknet>

Kevin Sun <mikevingmailcom>

Rob Saffer <Rolyikiotvcom>

Michelle Mercer <michellemercerre4maccom>

Mark Turner <tuniermark46041mailcom>

Dan Weiss <danwdrumsgmailcom>

Matthew Mitchell <matthentmitchellitsmailcom>

Matt Brewer <matthewebrewerravahoocom>

Jen Shyu <jshyu I agmailcom>

Okkyung Lee <okkvungleeiphotmailcom>

Matthew Garrison <matVashapeshillerlabcom>

Ralph Alessi <ralphalessiggmailcom>

Adam OFarrill <adamontrptipaolcom>

Anthony Cheung <anthonycheung0 I igmailcom>

Im not 100 sure why I shared it with these particular people I just sort of picked people that I trusted and who are somewhat close to me I

also shared it with Jaleel Shaw via Facebook messenger he read it yesterday and with Doug Hammond

Rob Saffer suggested that this be published in a newspaper anonymously I dont know maybe thats a good idea
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6/18/2019 ageeowenslaw.com Mail - another thread of letters regarding Coleman/Grand

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AH1rexQFDrdLSrRx-hFzXK5ESdVKPrk9c1POwrISLKCDZoJC_YH0/u/0?ik=e5113d07c9&view=pt&search=all&permm… 2/37

www.jenshyu.com
2016 Doris Duke Artist
2017 Downbeat's Rising Star Female Vocalist 
2016 MAP Fund Grantee for 50-state US tour 
2011 Fulbright Scholar to Indonesia 
2007, 2009, 2014 Asian Cultural Council Fellow
 
 
 
 
On Nov 17, 2017, at 5:06 PM, Stephan Crump 
 

Dear All,
 
I really appreciate your responses and have been sitting with all this a lot since receiving the letter.
 
Regardless of our various opinions about x and whether or not he should be “punished” (even if that were our purview, who among us is in
such a position of power?), to me, right now, it seems to boil down to two imperatives, both of which I believe should be considered and acted
on regardless of who x is.
 
1.  protecting and supporting María as we can
2.  making sure further predation from x does not occur 
 
The first seems obvious and simple for the time-being but will certainly grow more complicated as this comes out...and I believe it should and
will, although I of course support allowing María to take the lead on that.
 
Regarding the second, we cannot unknow this story, and who among us doubts any of it?  
That creates a moral obligation that doesn’t seem vague to me.
 
Especially to you guys in the room, who hasn’t been privy to stories about x which make allusion to perhaps decades of related behavior?
 That just happened at Banff last summer, as a longtime collaborator of x, upon hearing of María’s emotional troubles and how they might
relate to her experiences with him, gave a saddened, knowing head shake and made clear that he’d seen this many times before.
 
This letter gives painful detail to some of the specific ways such rumors can play out in reality.  Too often, stories of such predation are
accepted as part of the package deal with high-acheiving super-alpha male artists.  Once we are confronted, though, with detail regarding the
kind of emotional, physical, spiritual, professional, and creative damage this can leave with its victims, how can we continue to just shake our
heads?  That feels like complicity to me. 
 
There are many illuminating articles going around, but this recent op-ed by comic Laurie Kilmartin speaks of numerous professional
ramifications of this for women https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/10/opinion/sunday/louis-ck-harassment.html.
And when we consider the professional barriers and difficulties this behavior can create for our sisters, and if we pretend to care about our art
and all it might offer, how can we be ok with their voices being shut out?  It’s our loss, too…everyone’s.
 
I’m open to hearing more detail on how we can protect the daughters of his current collaborators or any young women in the
future without naming names.  But for now, I remain skeptical.  
Knowing what we know, I do feel we have a moral obligation to name names in this case, and it’s just about how to manage that in a way that
causes the least longterm damage to María and her prospects for a healthy career and relationship to music.
 
My best to you all,
 
Stephan
 
 

On Nov 17, 2017, at 10:40 AM, Dan Weiss wrote:
 
Hello All 
 
I support Maria and I do not condone X's type of behavior. I think that all the discussions recently are great in making small
changes in the way people think and act. That being said, I think we should take Maria's lead on outing x. Based on her letter I
feel like it's her call, not ours. Maria is going through a healing process right now and we don't know where she'll find her
closure. I think by default this e mail chain and the discussions that make their way outside of the chain will lead to change and
will also lead to x's work to diminish, x's circle to shrink, and maybe even more. But the discussion should be larger, beyond
outing x. It should be about raising awareness, and more importantly, erasing this kind of abusive behavior in the music
workplace and in all workplaces. 
 
Warmest, 
Dan  
 
 
On Thu, Nov 16, 2017 at 4:41 PM, MICHELLE/R MERCER <

Hello, everyone,
 
Though in many ways the identity of this man shouldn’t matter, I don’t know who he is, and that affects my ability to add
anything of value to this conversation. María contacted me because I’ve written about sexism in jazz, but I don’t have the
pleasure of knowing her. Agree that we should be prepared to stand behind María. If she goes public, there will be much
fallout for her to endure, whoever it is. 
 
Michelle  
 
Sent from my iPhone
 
On Nov 16, 2017, at 2:16 PM, Anthony Cheung < wrote: 
 

Hi everyone,
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From: mbase <

Date: May 5, 2018 at 2:52:26 PM EDT 

To: We Have Voice <

Cc: mbase <

Subject: We Have Voice Mediation Request - Steve Coleman 

To: We Have Voice, 

 

As most, if not all, of you know, I have been publicly accused of sexual harassment by 

Maria Grand, a founding member of your We Have Voiceorganization. I am writing this 

letter to categorically denounce this accusation as false, and to appeal to you to hear 

both sides of the story before reflexively rushing to judgment.  

 

Please refer the enclosed PDF for a detailed account of this false accusation, offering 

evidence to the contrary, and a request for some kind of mediated resolution. All of my 

prior attempts at mediation over the the last 4 months have been rejected. Hopefully, 

after reading my letter, we can all agree that the best way forward for the health of our 

community is resolution. 

 

I would like to state that do not consider myself in a fight with the members of the We 

Have Voice organization, nor am I in opposition with most of your stated goals. 

However, while I applaud the work that your organization is undertaking, I am asking 

that you work with me and others to resolve these underlying contradictions. 

Accusations that have not been properly vetted, and which turn out to be false, harm the 

person accused (perhaps irreparably slandering their name), harm our entire music 

community, and cause unnecessary divisions in an already small and marginalized 

creative music scene. I do not undertake this lightly, I am saddened by recent events, 

and I wish harm to no one in our creative music scene. However I have been 

unnecessarily publicly attacked several times, and after trying many times to resolve 

this privately (and at great expense), it has taken a lot of negative energy to push me to 

this point of defending myself.  

 

Please refer to the attached PDF for details.   

 

 

 

In full disclosure, and to avoid further clandestine mailings, the following community 

members have been copied. Many were secretly sent Maria’s original accusation letter 

sometime around November 2017. Others have since been forwarded Maria’s original 

letter, or found out about it via another method. I did not find out about these mailings 

until January 2018, and by then a lot of damage had already been done to my name. 

This was done on purpose, to unfairly deny me an opportunity to respond in my own 

defense. 
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I am sending out this letter using the same method that I believe Maria Grand used 

when she sent her original accusations, however instead of doing it secretly, I am 

choosing to be transparent regarding who is copied. I am not attacking anyone, I am 

only interested in defending myself against ongoing attacks, bullying and past, current 

and future false accusations slandering my name. 

 

I look forward to your response, and to beginning dialogue to find solutions to move us 

forward.  

 

Peace, 

 

Steve Coleman (saxophonist, composer, band leader) 

May 5, 2018 

 

 

Copied: 

Michelle Mercer 

Aaron Parks 

Joel Ross 

Anjna Swaminathan 

Rajna Swaminathan 

Tamar Sella 

Steve Rowland 

Stephan Crump 

Roman Filiu 

Damion Reid 

Kevin Sun 

Rob Suffer 

Mark Turner 

Dan Weiss 

Matt Mitchell 

Matthew Brewer 

Jen Shyu 

Okkyung Lee 

Matthew Garrison 

Ralph Alessi 

Adam O’Ferrill 

Anthony Cheung 

Mary Halvorson 

Imani Usuri 

Craig Taborn 

Jaleel Shaw 

Rio Sakairi 

Vijay Iyer 
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Yosvany Terry 

Henry Threadgill 

Ravi Coltrane 

Yulun Wang 

Seth Rosner 

Linda May Han Oh 

John Zorn 

Anthony Tidd 

Sophia Wong 

Jonathan Finlayson 

Sean Rickman 

Tyshawn Sorey 

Terri Lyne Carrington 

Steve Lehman 

Nancy Marciano 

Kokayi 

Matt Merewitz 

Lorin Benedict 

Douglas Hammond 

Dimitri Louis 

Dean Mucetti 

Marcus Gilmore 

Marcus Elliot 

Edelmond Williams 

E.J. Strickland 

Davalois Fearon 

Graham Haynes 

Gail Boyd 

George Lewis 

Alex Levine 

Douglas Hammond 

Jason Moran 

Kristin Lee 

Lonnie Plaxico 

Mike Allemana 

Noah Becker 

Debora O’Neill 

Jack Meyerson 

Peyton Pleninger 

David Bryant 

David Virelles 

Valerie Gonzalez 

Miguel Zenon 

Billy Hart 

m-019

Case 1:18-cv-05663-JBW-RLM   Document 92-4   Filed 11/22/19   Page 37 of 81 PageID #: 2773



Gary Bartz 

Sélène Saint-Aimé 

Greg Osby 

Gregoire Maret 

Gregory Chudzik 

Greg Ward 

Mike Allemana 

Michael Raynor 

Michael McGinnis 

Rane Moore 

Alex Lipowski 

Esperanza Spaulding 

    

-- !

Matt Merewitz 

Fully Altered Media 

<<NEW OFFICE PHONE>>:

Website | Twitter | Facebook | Soundcloud | Instagram 
!
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: Anastasia Tsioulcas <

Date: Wed, Jun 20, 2018 at 3:22 PM 

Subject: RE: #metoo - one of my clients would like to come forward 

To: Matt Merewitz <

CC: Maria Kim Grand <

 

 

Hi, Matt -- and hello, Maria. Thanks for being in touch. 

 

Yes, I am very much working on these stories generally. What Katie also knows -- but is 

absolutely not public information -- is that I have been working for months on an 

investigative piece about specific issues and individuals in the jazz and classical 

communities in particular, and that I am working with several women in jazz already. 

 

Maria, I'd be very open to talking to you about your experiences, and to walk you 

through what it would and could mean to share your story publicly, or to tell me 

information on background, and the journalistic protocols we follow. I can assure you 

that until you are ready to share your experiences openly, I will hold anything and 

everything you choose to tell me in total confidence, and that we will take things step by 

step and only with your agreement. 

 

I am best reached at 202.734.1856. Unfortunately, I'm actually going out of the country 

tomorrow night and will be mostly unavailable until June 30...so if you'd like to give me a 

call today or tomorrow during the day, that would be great, or let me know when we can 

talk in early July. 

 

Thanks again for reaching out. 

 

Best regards, 

Anastasia 

 

 

Anastasia Tsioulcas 

NPR Music 

Twitter: @anastasiat 

Facebook: Anastasia Tsioulcas 

 

11 W. 42nd St., 19th Fl. 

New York, NY 10036-8002 

office: 212.880.3484 

cell: 202.734.1856 

always on npr.org  
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-----Original Message----- 

From: Matt Merewitz [

Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2018 3:08 PM 

To: Anastasia Tsioulcas 

Cc: Maria Kim Grand 

Subject: #metoo - one of my clients would like to come forward 

 

Hi Anastasia,  

 

I have a client, copied here with a #metoo story who has been reluctant to tell her story 

publicly but I explained to her that if she goes through journalistic channels, some or all 

of what she said could be on background.  

 

Allegedly, the musician in question has been abusive towards women in many different 

ways over a very long period of time and there are many people who could and may 

back up her story so that she wouldn’t necessarily have to go on the record until she 

was ready to. She is a founding member of the We Have Voice collective.  

 

But I thought you two should talk since Katie Simon at Jazz Night in America told me 

you are the point person for music stories regarding sexual harassment. 

 

She is copied here and you guys can take this from here. I just wanted to make the 

introduction. 

 

Best, 

Matt 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

-- !

Matt Merewitz 

Fully Altered Media 

<<NEW OFFICE PHONE>>: (

(m): 

Website | Twitter | Facebook | Soundcloud | Instagram 
!
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Message

From Marfa Grand

Sent 10122018 125423 AM

To May Han Oh m saraserp m Fay

Subject Your help regarding some press craziness

Hi May Han and Sara

I hope you both are well

By the way sorry I forgot to put your complete name Linda May Han in the last recommendation letter that

you were so kind to sign me

I m writing because I need help right now

Long story short

Steve is putting out a story about me tomorrow in the Daily News This evening a reporter contacted me

asking me to comment Obviously they have no real desire to have my side of the story because they haven

t given me any time at all I decided not to comment on it I have no idea what the daily news is going

to look like but it s coming out tomorrow

So I am in a difficult position now Lawyer calls and all kinda stuff later I m choosing now to come

forward fully with my story and to have it published by the NPR woman Anastasia who had previously

contacted we Have Voice

I figured I have to have a trusted news outlet publish my story She s also gonna give him a few days to

say what he wants to say and present her with anything he feels is useful which is good journalism it
s not good journalism to ask someone to comment at 5pm for a story coming out the next day and

ethically Anastasia already said she will give him more than 24 hours

Here is my ask

If you have had any strange interactions with Steve while working with him or prospectively working with

him are you willing to speak with her and tell her about your experience You can do it anonymously or

not in background or not

I just really need help I didn t wanna come forward at all and I wanted to just move on with my life

but I have no choice now

Let me know

Thank you

Maria

Sent from my iPhone
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Message

From Anastasia Tsioulcas

Sent 10122018 45848 PM

To Maria Kim Grand

Subject Do youyour lawyer have a copy of the lawsuit

Hi again

Ive been trying to locate a copy of Steves filing but its possible that its not up in public databases just yet Would you

or your lawyer be willing to forward me a copy

Thanks

Anastasia

Anastasia Tsioulcas

NPR

Twitter anastasiat

Facebook Anastasia Tsioulcas

11 W 42nd St 19th Fl

New York NY 100368002

office 2128803484

cell 2027341856

always on nprorg
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Message

From Marfa Grand

Sent 10122018 40612 AM

To ATsioulcasnprorg

Subject Two more people to contact

Hi Anastasia

Immanuel Wilkins is a young musician and he is willing to talk to you about Steve s behavior regarding

women and in genera

i

Also Vijay Iyer told me you can contact him He said he is willing to speak with you about this

In case you need his info

+1 917 4066041

sonocentricgmailcom

I believe both are willing to be quoted anonymously please don t share their names with anyone

One woman who was harassed by Steve said she is most likely willing to speak with you as long as you do

not disclose her name but I m still waiting on her okay tomorrow to send you her information

We are also still working on getting more people involved There s a man who has worked a lot with Steve

that might be willing to speak to you I will be getting in touch with him early tomorrow

Also going to send screen shots of texts and emails later on tonight I ve been on conference calls with

my lawyer and a pro bono PR firm just now getting around to getting screen shots and emails etc

Soon

Maria

Sent from my iPhone
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Message

From Marfa Grand

Sent 10122018 123422 AM

To ATsioulcasnprorg

Subject Witnesses

Hi Anastasia

I have gathered four people who are willing to tell you what they remember about this

James Francies is my ex boyfriend and he was with me throug part of this 20162017

Anjna Swaminathan is a friend and I ve talked to her about all this as it was happening

anjnaswaminathangmailcom

+1202 9572981

Rajna Swaminathan is also a friend Anjna s sister she was with me during a tour in 2015 with Steve

Coleman where I was being harassed and she also has been a confidante through this in general

rajnaswaminathangmailcom
+1202 9572978

Larry Thompson is a mentor of mine who teaches the Satir method a communication method that I ve been

studying and was inspired by in my album Magdalena I ve know him for 7 years and also confided in him

for most of those years about what I was going through

connectingwithothers3gmailcom
+1 727 2408755

They all said they are willing to speak with you and can be contacted about this

Thank you

Maria

Sent from my iPhone
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6/24/2019 Gmail - letter

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=b46e89c313&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1584061402721148891&simpl=msg-f%3A1584061402721148891&… 2/4

 
[Quoted text hidden]

--  

vijay iyer

Franklin D. and Florence Rosenblatt Professor of the Arts
Department of Music

Harvard University

http://vijay-iyer.com/ 

María Grand <maria.k.grand@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 14, 2017 at 1:22 PM
To: Vijay Iyer <sonocentric@gmail.com>

Thanks V. That's a good idea. I wasn't sure how to proceed. Here's who this has been shared with:
 
Aaron Parks <
Rajna Swaminathan <
Anjna Swaminathan <

 
Steve Rowland 
Stephan Crump <scrumpy@stephancrump.com>, 
Roman Filiu <romanfiliumusic@gmail.com>, 
Damion Reid <ittisidamion@earthlink.net>, 
Kevin Sun <mt.kevin@gmail.com>, 
Rob Saffer <Rob@rioty.com>, 
Michelle Mercer <michellemercer@mac.com>, 
Mark Turner <turnermark46@gmail.com>, 
Dan Weiss <danwdrums@gmail.com>, 
Matthew Mitchell <matthewt.mitchell@gmail.com>, 
Matt Brewer <matthewcbrewer@yahoo.com>, 
Jen Shyu <jshyu1@gmail.com>, 
Okkyung Lee <okkyunglee@hotmail.com>, 
Matthew Garrison <matt@shapeshifterlab.com>, 
Ralph Alessi <ralphalessi@gmail.com>, 
Adam O'Farrill <adamontrpt@aol.com>, 
Anthony Cheung <anthonycheung01@gmail.com> 
 
I'm not 100% sure why I shared it with these particular people. I just sort of picked people that I trusted and who are
somewhat close to me. I also shared it with Jaleel Shaw via Facebook messenger, he read it yesterday, and with Doug
Hammond.
 
Rob Saffer suggested that this be published in a newspaper anonymously. I don't know, maybe that's a good idea.
 
María
 
 
[Quoted text hidden]

Vijay Iyer <sonocentric@gmail.com> Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 1:09 PM
To: María Grand <maria.k.grand@gmail.com>

Hi María. I hope you're doing okay in the immediate aftermath of this letter. I'm sure that it's shaken a lot of people, even
from the limited way that you've shared it. I had a head start so I've been sitting with some of this knowledge for a while,
but I don't know how these other folks feel about it.
 
With your permission I'm going to write to everyone on this list together. I think it's important that we acknowledge each
other, and discuss. We don't have to involve you in the discussion, unless you want to be a part of it; frankly, I think it's

vi-009
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6/24/2019 Gmail - letter
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better that you just focus on taking care of yourself right now. But I think the rest of should discuss (1) how to protect you
from recriminations, and (2) what an effective and appropriate community response might be.

Is that all right with you?

Best wishes,
Vijay

[Quoted text hidden]

María Grand < > Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 2:41 PM
To: Vijay Iyer <

Hi Vijay,

I'm doing okay. With things like that, it's hard to keep them in, and then it's hard to share them also. So the process can
feel painful at times, but I trust it's for the betterment of all of us.

Yes feel free to email all these people. I forgot to include Mary Halvorson, I've shared it with her a while ago and she
would probably be a congruent voice in this conversation. Her email is halvorsonmary@gmail.com.

I would love to not be a part of this thread, and I'm so thankful you offered this. You're really, really an angel. I'd much
rather focus on other things, although I'd like to know of any major decisions you take as a group.

In gratitude,

María
[Quoted text hidden]

María Grand < > Wed, Nov 15, 2017 at 9:12 PM
To: Vijay Iyer < >

Vijay - can you also include Imani? 

i

Thank you :)

María

[Quoted text hidden]

Vijay Iyer < > Thu, Nov 16, 2017 at 8:50 AM
To: María Grand <

Okay. So, not Miles?

Best wishes from Poland--

V.
[Quoted text hidden]

María Grand < > Thu, Nov 16, 2017 at 11:35 AM
To: Vijay Iyer <

I'm not comfortable including Miles because he was too complicit in my opinion, and also his reaction when I told him the
email was going out was kind of weird... He said he was scared, scared of a public feud between me and Steve, or scared
of people holding this against me. But I think what he was really scared of was for his reputation to be tarnished.

It's too late for me to hold other people's actions and protect them. I tried my best to hold mine accountable, but I can't
help other people feel better. 
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Message

From Maria Grand

Sent 10132018 34440 PM

To matana roberts robertsmatanagmailcom

Subject Re Your concert tonight

Things are were going really good but now this
crazy thing came out

httpwwwnvdailynewscomnewsnvnewsi azzstarstevencol emandefam ati on I awsuitsexualharassment

20181011storyhtml

I have a few different options as to what to do with it Thankfully I have a legal team from Times Up so Im

good on that front

If you have some time maybe we could talk

No need for a long call Im justweighing a couple different options with the press
and not sure what to do about

it if you are around I know youre probably super busy VEI

Xoxo

Maria

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 13 2018 at 1137 AM matana roberts <robertsmatanagmailcom> wrote

hey no worries great to hear from you glad to hear you got some family time how are things

going otherwise

xm

Maria Grand wrote on 81818 916 PM

Hey Matana

I saw youre playing at the gallery but unfortunately Im out of

town spending some time with the family in Switzerland before

heading on tour

I SO wish I could be there to hear you tonight

Peace and love to you 1PO

Maria

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from Postbox
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